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Washington, D.C. 20250 June 8, 1984 


The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture today reported the following developments in U.S. agricultural trade: 


U.S. AGRICULTURAL TRADE 


U.S. agricultural exports were $24.1 billion during October-April of 
fiscal 1984, 14 percent higher than the same period in 1983. The increase was 
due to higher prices since total volume of exports continue to run slightly 
below the 1983 trend. Exported volume through April of fiscal 1984 was 89.2 
million tons, 1 percent below fiscal 1983. U.S. agricultural imports during 
the same time period increased 15 percent to $11.0 billion. The resulting 
trade balance for U.S. agricultural products during fiscal 1984 now stands at 
$13.1 billion. This is a 14 percent increase over the first seven months of 
fiscal 1983. It should be noted, however, that the trade balance for April 
1984 is 7 percent less than April 1983. This is the first monthly decline ex- 
perienced between fiscal years 1983 and 1984. 


U.S. Agricultural Trade 


--Fiscal Year--- --Oct./Apr.-- ----April----- 
1983 1984 FYOS°™ FYS4 1983 1984 * 
Actual Forecast Change Change 4 Change 
€$ Bil.) (%) C$7611 2) (%) ($ Bil.) (%) 
Exports 34780-2955; 0 PP) eds lt) (Zao +14 3.0 3.2 + 7 
Imports Dif pie ogee Mg +700 we 200) Geld +15 ee TG +22 
Trade Balance 18.4 20.5 Hille. las beet +14 Vere 1.4 - 7 


Agricultural exports in April 1984 were $3.2 billion, 7 percent above © 
April 1983. Increases in value were recorded for grains, oilseeds, cotton, 
livestock, and sugar and tropical products, which, combined, were 11 percent 
higher than April 1983. Values declined for seeds, tobacco, poultry, dairy 
and horticultural products were 15 percent lower than April 1983. Total ex- 
ported volume was 2 percent lower than April 1983. 


U.S. agricultural imports during April 1984 increased 22 percent to 
$1.8 billion over April 1983. Imports of grain, oilseed, cotton, poultry, 
dairy, livestock, horticultural and sugar and tropical products were 25 per- 
cent higher than April 1983. Imports of seed and tobacco products were 37 
percent lower than April 1983. Total imported volume was 18 percent higher 
than April 1983. 


LYNN K. GOLDSBROUGH, Editor, Tel. (202) 382-9442. Additional copies. 
may be obtained from FAS Media and Public Affairs Branch, 5918-South, Washing- 
Lon, Ds) 20200 ele le (202) -447~J957, 
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